wide central aisle or a nave leading to the

mihrab.

^Ibrahim II set  the

existing facade against the old one, built
two liwans or colonnades on the east
and west of the court and reduced the
width of the central aisle by the addition
of an extra row of columns each side.
This provided a strong substructure for the
two domes which were also added by him.
One of them is just before and just above
,the mihrab while the other is above the
centre of the liwan called Qub Bab al-
Behu, the dome of the gate of the facade.
The transition from the square substruc-
ture to the circle of the dome is effected
by the introduction of semi-conical-shaped
pendentives built at the corners of the
square. They are decorated with shell
patterns in plaster work. The spendrills
of the arches carrying the dome and the
wall over the mihrab are decorated with
small niches which have cinquefoil arched
heads and little rosettes. In the Qub Bab
al-Behu the transition from the square
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